
 
Riverside Neighborhood Partnership 

Meeting Minutes 
March 5, 2007 – 6:30 pm 

City Hall – Mayor’s Ceremonial Room 

 
 
 

Members Present:  Kirk Beck, Kathye Crumley, Susie Doss, Albert Figueroa, Dan Gressman, 
Gurumantra Khalsa, Steven Kirkpatrick, Michael Pierpoint, Taffi Romero, Nancy Sturmer, John 
Williams, Erin Snyder, Christina Duran, Cindie Jensen, 
 
Members Excused:  Wivory Brandle 
 
Members Unexcused:   Sallie Cernie, Bernice Tank, LaTonya Johnson 
 
Guests:  Manny Leon, Doris Williams, Norm Gritton 
 
Staff:  Eva Yakutis, Housing and Neighborhoods Manager 
 
1. Call to Order/Introductions – Gurumantra called meeting to order at 6:35pm. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes for February 5, 2006  
 

Erin Snyder was present but not listed.  Taffy asked to be present at MNO, not moderator.   
 
Snyder/Duran moved to approve minutes with changes and accepted. 

 
3. Concerns from Visiting Neighborhoods  

 
Richard Long shared about his Neighborhood Watch group, fairly inactive at the moment but have been 
active in different events.  Had a National Night Out event.  Concerns include graffitti and tagging.  No 
major concerns.  Richard has taken NLA, NWA, and is in the Citizen’s Academy. 

 
4. Protocol for RNP Board Members 
 

Kirkpatrick suggested that alternates are not chosen appropriately.  A bylaws subcommittee is needed.  
Norm:  Alternates selected at the conference.  When there are no alternates, the bylaws create the 
opportunity to bring a name forward.  Example: Arredondo was here and just asked if he wanted to be 
an alternate.  Discussion.  Recommend that this be discussed on next agenda.  Bring most updated 
bylaws next month. 

 
Kirkpatrick:  Motion to put item on agenda for next month, Duran second, motion carried. 

 
5. Mayors’ Neighborhood Needs/Assets - Assessment and Diagnosis Report 
 

Discussion was made to move forward tonight with a recommendation.  Gurumantra didn’t feel that 
there was enough community input into the concept.  Feels there could be an improved concept.  
Understandable; however, need eyes of the people on the ground driving the requests, volunteers, but 
not recommended because there is no structure for feedback.  Michael liked it.  Kathye Crumley agreed 
but would like to see more of a plan for implementation.   
 
Kirkpatrick motioned to revisit item next month, Taffi seconded.  Carried. 

 



6. Updates on Performance Measurements 
a) Inviting Council members to RNP meetings 

 
Taffi would like to invite Steve Adams to the next meeting.  Steven Kirkpatrick suggests that we 
invite two councilmembers to each meeting.  Suggested that Nancy Hart attend as well.  
Gurumantra reminded them that we wanted them to see what we are about rather than have them 
present about what they are doing.  They may be able to offer elected expertise as to how the 
group can better assist neighborhoods.  Kirkpatrick reminds that building involvement in 
community the mission and if we are doing something against what the council is doing, we are 
working against each other.  We need to work together.  We may want to ask councilmembers 
how we can help them.   

 
Dan Gressman suggests we bring information to the councilmembers as well. 

 
Taffi asked Andy Melendrez for his thoughts.  He suggests that the council could get some input 
as to what the group is up to and then council could share what is going on in the ward.  Steven 
Kirkpatrick discusses how well DANA is run, that it would be good for RNP to attend and then 
attend each others meetings.  Erin Snyder thinks that the council members should be able to have 
a SHORT time to give overview of their ward.  Suggestion, that there be a “Guest 
Councilmember” on the agenda so that we don’t have them left off the agenda, which is what 
happened.  Also, his presentation was too lengthy.  Andy Melendrez suggested that the RNP be 
very clear about what is expected of the presentation.   

 
     b) Updating Neighborhood Group List 
 

Letter Re: Neighborhood group update/viability and folks we couldn’t reach.  Vote carried to 
mail the letter.  Kirk/Taffi accept the letter – carried.  Give to Bruni for mailing.   

 
7. Future Agenda Items 

 
Dan Gressman suggested RNP get business cards.  Request that the RNP brochures be brought to the 
next meeting for members to distribute to people interested in helping other groups.  Kirkpatrick 
suggested that RNP go to events with a table with people alternating, not the same two or three 
members.  It was suggested, a calendar of events be created and brought to each meeting for discussion 
as to who would attend the events.  Bruni was supposed to do that.  Committees need to be formed (such 
as Event Booth Committee).   

 
Bylaws Committee - Motion to establish Special Events Committee and for Erin to be chair 
(Kirk/Romero/Carried).   Special Events Committee will consist of:  Erin Snyder, Christina Duran, 
Nancy Sturmer 

 
8. Other Items/Public Comment 
 

Erin Snyder and Christina need notebooks.   
 

Norm announced that the Neighborhood Watch Academy starts March 28, 2007.   
 

Aurora was out for awhile and is now back.  Her mom passed away in January. 
 

Duran:  Kathy was unable to get information from schools regarding the Hillside Strategy, due to 
Presidents’ week vacation. 

 



Taffi:  Subcommittees – what happened to the awards? 
 

Susie would like to give recognition for neighborhoods organizing.   
 

Kathie:  Is your park lit at night?  
 

Christina announced that a dance performance will be held at UCR, reflective of the Tyisha Miller 
shooting on March 16th and 17th. 

 
Cindy Jensen:  Last four years, Woods Streets have received a big increase of people participating in 
conference.  She contacted interested neighbors regarding particular subjects and assigned them to 
attend specific workshops and report back to the group about what they learned.  Great idea. 

 
Kirk Beck:  MySpace featured profiled a musical group “Top8,” created in this city by two young men 
and that musical will be opening in Los Angeles this summer.  Producer of the play has produced Alter 
Boys and says it will be on Broadway.   

 
Eva announced that Albert was the MC for the Miss Orange Blossom event. 

 
Albert:  March 28 Plymouth is having an anniversary for the Towers for the Seniors.  Looking for 
sponsors for gifts for the seniors.  Contact Debbie Quezada at 686-8202.   

 
Also Let’s Network meets at Baker’s Square Tuesdays at 7:30 and this week a very good speaker will be 
attending. 

 
9. Next Meeting   
 

Meeting is scheduled for April 2, 2007 – Mayor’s Ceremonial Room 
 

10. Adjournment 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  and minutes were prepared by Housing & Neighborhoods 
Office staff. 

 
 
BRUNI, FIND THE BUSINESS CARD HERE FROM CINDY JENSEN RE: EVENTS IN HER 
NEIGHBORHOOD FOR THE EVENTS CALENDAR 
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